Dear Parents of Public Speaking Students, 


As a public speaking teacher I am always looking for ways to encourage our young speakers.  I have viewed a PG-13 movie called The Great Debaters. This is one of the most inspiring pubic speaking movies I have ever seen.    Our public speaking class will be viewing The Great Debaters; here is a synopsis of The Great Debaters: 

Marshall, Texas described by James Farmer Jr. as "the last city to surrender after the Civil War," is home to Wiley College, where, in 1935-36, inspired by the Harlem Renaissance and his clandestine work as a union organizer, Professor Melvin Tolson coaches the debate team to a nearly-undefeated season that sees the first debate between U.S. students from white and Negro colleges and ends with an invitation to face Harvard University's national champions. The team of four, which includes a female student and a very young James Farmer, is tested in a crucible heated by Jim Crow, sexism, a lynch mob, an arrest and near riot, a love affair, jealousy, and a national radio audience. 
This movie not only presents a great historical overview of racial tensions during the 1930’s, but also offers strong examples of public speaking and debate formats.  The Great Debaters does contain some derogatory language which was historically used during the 1930’s.  If you feel your child can not watch this video due to language and\ or the PG-13 rating, do not return this slip.  Students who do not watch The Great Debaters will be given an alternate assignment.  
I give permission for (son or daughter) ___________________________________to watch the video The Great Debaters in Mr. Bliznik’s Public Speaking Class.
Parent Signature ________________________________________________________
